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victor hugo tome 2 1844 1870 is a significant period in the life and literary career of one of
France?s most celebrated authors, Victor Hugo. This era, spanning from 1844 to 1870,
encompasses some of the most transformative years in Hugo?s life, marked by personal upheavals,
political engagement, and the creation of some of his most enduring works. Understanding this
period offers valuable insights into his evolution as a writer and a public figure, as well as the
historical context that influenced his themes and philosophies.

Introduction to Victor Hugo and the Significance of Tome 2
(1844-1870)

Victor Hugo (180271885) is renowned for his towering contributions to French literature, notably his
novels, poetry, and plays. His works often combine romanticism with social justice themes, reflecting
his deep concern for human rights and societal reform. The period from 1844 to 1870, captured in
the second volume of his literary and personal chronicle, is particularly crucial because it coincides
with a turbulent phase in French history?marked by political upheaval, the fall of monarchies, and
the rise of the Second Empire.

This era begins shortly after Hugo?s early successes, including the publication of Les Chatiments
(1843), a fiery collection of political poetry, and continues through his exile following the fall of
Napoleon lll. It is also during this time that Hugo produces some of his most influential works and
engages actively in political life, shaping the cultural and social landscape of France.

The Historical and Political Context (1844-1870)

The July Monarchy and Political Climate

Between 1844 and 1848, France was under the July Monarchy of King Louis-Philippe, a
constitutional monarchy that faced increasing opposition from various political factions. Hugo was

both a critic and a supporter of republican ideals, which increasingly placed him at odds with the
regime.

The 1848 Revolution and the Second Republic

The February 1848 Revolution led to the abdication of Louis-Philippe and the establishment of the
Second Republic. Hugo played a prominent role in advocating for social justice and democratic
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reforms. During this period, he served as a senator and was deeply involved in political debates
about labor rights, social inequality, and republicanism.

Second Empire and Exile

The rise of Napoleon Il in 1852 marked a shift toward authoritarian rule, prompting Hugo to oppose
the regime. His outspoken criticism led to his exile in 1851, first to Belgium, then to the Channel
Islands?Jersey and Guernsey?where he spent 19 years in self-imposed exile. This period was
crucial in shaping his later works and political stance.

Key Literary Works and Achievements (1844-1870)
Poetry and Political Engagement

During this period, Hugo?s poetry remained a powerful tool for political expression. Notable
collections include:

- Les Chatiments (1853): A vehement critique of Napoleon 111?s regime and a call for liberty.

- Les Rayons et les Ombres (1840, but influential during this period): Reflects themes of hope
and despair amidst political turmoil.

- Les Contemplations (1856): A deeply personal collection exploring themes of love, loss, and
faith.

His poetry often intertwined personal emotion with political activism, reinforcing his reputation as a
poet of the people.

Major Novels and Literary Contributions

While Hugo?s most famous novels?Les Misérables and The Hunchback of Notre-Dame?were
published before 1844, during 1844?1870, he continued to work on literary projects and essays that
cemented his influence.

- Les Misérables (published in 1862): An epic novel that explores justice, morality, and social
inequality. It remains one of the most important works in world literature, highlighting Hugo?s
commitment to social justice.

- Notre-Dame de Paris (1831): Although published earlier, its themes of societal decay and moral
redemption resonated during this period.

- L?Art d?étre Grand-pére (1877): Reflects Hugo?s reflections on aging and family, written during
his later years but rooted in experiences from this era.
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Political and Social Activism

Hugo?s exile did not diminish his political activism. Instead, he used his writing to advocate for:
- Abolition of the death penalty
- Rights of the oppressed and marginalized

- Democratic governance and republican ideals

He also maintained correspondence with political leaders and was involved in various social causes
from abroad.

Personal Life and Exile (1844-1870)
Family and Personal Struggles
During this period, Hugo?s personal life was marked by both joys and tragedies:
- His daughter, Léopoldine Hugo, tragically drowned in 1843, deeply affected Hugo and
influenced his poetry.
- His marriage to Adele Foucher endured through these hardships, providing personal stability
amid public upheaval.
Exile in the Channel Islands
Hugo?s exile was driven by his political opposition to Napoleon lll. Living in Jersey and Guernsey,

he immersed himself in literary work, political writing, and maintaining his influence in French
intellectual circles from afar.

- In Jersey, Hugo wrote Les Chéatiments and Les Contemplations.
- Despite physical distance, he remained engaged in French political affairs, supporting
republican movements and writing influential essays.

Return to France

The fall of Napoleon Il after the Franco-Prussian War in 1870 allowed Hugo to return to France. His
return was celebrated, and he re-entered political life as a senator and a national figure.

Legacy and Impact of Victor Hugo?s Tome 2 (1844-1870)
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Literary Legacy

This period solidified Hugo?s reputation as a literary giant committed to social justice. His works
from this era continue to influence literature, drama, and social thought.

Political Influence

Hugo?s active engagement in politics and his writings helped shape the republican ideals in France.
His advocacy for human rights and social justice remains influential.

Historical Significance

The era encapsulated in Victor Hugo?s tome 2 period reflects a France in flux?struggling with
monarchy, revolution, empire, and democracy. Hugo?s life and work during this time mirror these
societal transformations.

Conclusion

The years between 1844 and 1870 are pivotal in understanding Victor Hugo?s evolution as a writer,
thinker, and political activist. His literary output during this period?marked by passionate poetry,
socially conscious novels, and active political engagement?cemented his legacy as a champion of
justice and human dignity. Embracing exile and adversity, Hugo?s resilience and commitment to his
ideals continue to inspire readers and thinkers worldwide.

Keywords for SEO optimization: Victor Hugo tome 2 1844 1870, Victor Hugo, French literature,
19th-century France, political activism, Les Misérables, poetry, exile, Second Republic, Second
Empire, social justice, French revolutionary history.

Victor Hugo Tome 2 1844-1870 marks a pivotal chapter in the life and literary career of one of
France?s most influential writers. This period, spanning roughly from 1844 to 1870, encompasses
some of Hugo?s most profound works, personal upheavals, political engagements, and societal
reflections. It is a phase characterized by creative brilliance, ideological activism, and an unwavering
commitment to social issues, all set against the backdrop of a France undergoing revolutionary
transformations. To fully appreciate this era of Victor Hugo?s life, it is essential to explore his literary
output, political stance, personal struggles, and the socio-political environment that shaped his work
during these decades.

Contextual Background: France in the Mid-19th Century

Political Turmoil and Social Change
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The period from 1844 to 1870 was one of seismic shifts in France?s political landscape. The July
Revolution of 1830 had already overthrown the Bourbon monarchy, replacing it with the more liberal
July Monarchy under Louis-Philippe. However, this regime was marked by social inequalities and
political dissatisfaction, which culminated in the 1848 Revolution. The upheavals of this time led to
the establishment of the Second Republic, followed by the rise of Napoleon Il and the Second
Empire, before France?s defeat in the Franco-Prussian War of 1870 and the subsequent fall of
Napoleon IIl.

This turbulent political environment profoundly influenced Victor Hugo?s life and writings. His
engagement with social justice, republican ideals, and critiques of authoritarianism became central
themes in his work and public life. The era also saw increased dissemination of ideas related to
democracy, nationalism, and human rights?topics Hugo passionately addressed.

Hugo?s Personal Life and Artistic Evolution

During these years, Hugo experienced significant personal developments. His marriage to Adéle
Foucher endured, but he also faced personal tragedies, including the death of his daughter
Léopoldine in 1843, which haunted him and deeply influenced his poetry and prose. His artistic
evolution also became evident, moving from romanticism toward a more socially conscious and
realist approach, reflecting his engagement with contemporary issues.

Literary Achievements and Major Works
From "Les Misérables” to Political Manifestos

While Victor Hugo?s magnum opus, Les Misérables, was published in 1862, its roots and themes
extend back into his activity during this period. The novel encapsulates Hugo?s concerns with social
justice, morality, redemption, and the struggles of the oppressed?elements that resonate through his
entire oeuvre of this era.

Key aspects of Hugo?s literary output in this period include:

- "Les Misérables" (1862): An epic portrayal of Parisian society, exploring themes of law, grace,
social inequality, and revolutionary ideals. Its detailed depiction of marginalized populations, the
justice system, and the quest for redemption solidified Hugo?s reputation as a social critic.

- Poetry Collections: Hugo released several poetry volumes, such as Les Contemplations
(published in 1856). These works reflect a mature, introspective voice, dealing with themes of love,
loss, faith, and the passage of time. His poetry during this phase often intertwined personal grief
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with broader existential reflections.

- Essays and Political Writings: Hugo?s essays, pamphlets, and speeches became more
politically charged. His advocacy for the Republic, opposition to authoritarian rule, and calls for
social reform are evident in works like L?Année terrible (1872), which, although published slightly
later, was written during this period as a reflection on the Franco-Prussian War.

Artistic Style and Influences

Hugo?s style evolved during these decades. While romanticism initially characterized his work with

its emphasis on emotion, individualism, and dramatic narratives, he increasingly incorporated realist
elements and social critique. His vivid descriptions, complex characters, and moral questions made
his works both emotionally compelling and intellectually rigorous.

Victor Hugo?s Political Engagement (1844-1870)
From Romanticist to Political Activist

Victor Hugo?s political stance became more pronounced during this period. Initially known as a
romantic writer emphasizing individual feelings and poetic freedom, Hugo soon integrated his literary
talents into activism. His commitment to republican ideals and social justice placed him at odds with
monarchist and imperial regimes.

Key political activities include:

- Opposition to Napoleon Ill: Hugo was an outspoken critic of Louis-Napoléon Bonaparte?s rise to
power, which culminated in the 1851 coup d?état. His vocal opposition led to his exile in Belgium
and later in Jersey and Guernsey, where he continued to write and organize opposition.

- Support for the Republic: Hugo was a steadfast supporter of the French Third Republic,
advocating for democracy, civil liberties, and social equality. His political speeches and writings
reflected these ideals.

- Advocacy for the Poor and Marginalized: His works often highlighted the plight of the
oppressed?workers, prisoners, and the impoverished?aligning with socialist and humanitarian
movements of the time.
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Exile and Its Impact

The exile from France, beginning around 1851 and lasting until 1870, profoundly affected Hugo?s
outlook and writings. Residing mainly in Guernsey, Hugo engaged in political activism from abroad,
writing articles, pamphlets, and poetry that denounced authoritarianism and championed
republicanism. His exile also intensified his sense of patriotism and his desire to see a freer, more
just France.

Major Events and Their Reflection in Hugo?s Work
The Franco-Prussian War and the Paris Commune

The final years of this period saw France embroiled in the Franco-Prussian War (1870-1871) and
the subsequent Paris Commune. Hugo?s writings during these times expressed his concern for
national unity, social upheaval, and the sacrifices of the common people.

Although Hugo was ill during the war, his influence and voice remained significant. His call for
national reconciliation and his reflections on the tragedy of war are evident in his later writings.

Return and Legacy (Post-1870)

While the period ends in 1870, it sets the stage for Hugo?s post-exile return and continued influence
on French culture and politics. His contributions during these decades cemented his reputation as a
literary giant and social thinker whose work transcended mere aesthetics to become a catalyst for
social change.

Analysis of Victor Hugo?s Impact During 1844-1870
Literary Innovation and Social Consciousness

This era showcases Hugo?s evolution from a romantic poet to a socially engaged novelist and
essayist. His ability to intertwine lyrical beauty with urgent social commentary made his work
timeless. Les Misérables, in particular, exemplifies this synthesis, combining narrative mastery with
a moral vision advocating compassion and justice.

Political Influence and Public Life
Hugo?s active political engagement made him a symbol of resistance against tyranny. His exile,

speeches, and writings mobilized public opinion and inspired political movements. His stance
against authoritarianism and his advocacy for the oppressed remain influential.
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Enduring Cultural Legacy

The works and ideas of this period laid the foundation for Hugo?s enduring legacy. His portrayal of
societal struggles, moral dilemmas, and human dignity continue to resonate worldwide. The period
also highlights the complex relationship between art and activism, exemplified by Hugo?s life and
work.

Conclusion

Victor Hugo Tome 2 1844-1870 encapsulates a transformative chapter in French history and
literature. It reflects a writer at the height of his creative powers, deeply engaged in the political
struggles of his time, and committed to shaping a more just society through his words. From the
publication of Les Misérables to his exile and political activism, Hugo exemplifies the role of the artist
as a social conscience. His legacy during these years remains a testament to the power of literature
as a force for moral and societal change, ensuring his place as one of France?s most enduring
cultural icons.

QuestionAnswer What are the main themes covered in Victor Hugo's "'Tome 2' spanning 1844 to
18707 In "Tome 2' of Victor Hugo's works covering 1844 to 1870, the themes include political
upheaval, social justice, exile, the struggle for democracy, and reflections on morality and human
rights, highlighting Hugo's engagement with the turbulent events of mid-19th century France. How
did Victor Hugo's political views evolve during the period of 1844 to 18707? During this period, Victor
Hugo's political views shifted from cautious liberalism to active republicanism and socialism. His
exile after the 1851 coup d'état and his subsequent writings reflect his opposition to authoritarianism
and his support for social justice and democratic ideals. What notable works did Victor Hugo publish
in 'Tome 2' covering 1844-18707? In this period, Victor Hugo published significant works such as ‘Les
Misérables' (published in 1862), which is often highlighted as his masterpiece, along with essays,
speeches, and poetry that addressed social issues and political concerns of the time. How did Victor
Hugo's exile influence his writings between 1844 and 18707? Victor Hugo's exile, which began after
the 1851 coup, profoundly influenced his works by intensifying his themes of justice, freedom, and
human dignity. His writings during this period often expressed his opposition to Napoleon IlI's
regime and his hope for political change. What role did Victor Hugo play in the political events of
France between 1844 and 18707? Victor Hugo was an active political figure who advocated for
republican ideals, spoke against tyranny, and participated in public debates. His efforts included
supporting the Second Republic, opposing the Second Empire, and engaging in the political
discourse through speeches and writings. How is Victor Hugo's 'Tome 2' reflective of the social
issues in France during 1844-1870? The 'Tome 2' period captures Hugo's response to social
inequality, poverty, and injustice, highlighting his advocacy for marginalized groups, his criticism of
social structures, and his call for moral and societal reform through both his literary and political
activities. What impact did the events of 1848 and the Franco-Prussian War have on Victor Hugo's
work during 1844-1870? The 1848 revolution and the Franco-Prussian War deeply influenced
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Hugo's writings, inspiring him to write about nationalism, human suffering, and the importance of
unity and democracy, as seen in his speeches and poetry from this era. How did Victor Hugo's exile
period between 1851 and 1870 shape his legacy? Hugo's exile solidified his reputation as a moral
voice and critic of tyranny. His writings from exile, including political essays and poetry, emphasized
themes of liberty and justice, enhancing his legacy as a defender of human rights and democracy.
What is the significance of Victor Hugo's 'Tome 2' in understanding his overall literary and political
journey? The 'Tome 2' period is crucial for understanding Hugo's transformation from a prominent
writer to a committed political activist. It reflects his responses to the social and political upheavals of
his time, showcasing his dedication to social justice, human dignity, and political change.
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